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INTRODUCTION

For IYA 2009, Gemini Observatory’s Public Information and Outreach Office along with all 
the observatories on Mauna Kea, the University of Hawai‘i at Hilo, the ‘Imiloa Astronomy Ed-
ucator Center, the Office of Mauna Kea Management, the Visitor Information Station and the 
Mauna Kea Observatories Outreach Committee worked with the local newspaper in the pro-
duction of a newspaper supplement on astronomy (and specifically related to IYA) called the 
Stars Over Mauna Kea. As a general astronomy supplement the concept has proven extremely 
successful on local, national and international levels. In addition, the astronomy community 
created their own webpage on the local newspapers website. The Stars Over Mauna Kea was 
downloadable and the Mauna Kea Observatories webpage offered information on events for 
IYA, newspaper articles, highlights of astronomical discoveries, contact information and an 
image gallery. The website had over 1,700,000 hits from March 1, 2009 through December 31, 
2009. With the success of the website, it is being continued through 2010.

IMPLEMENTATION 

The first step is to approach your local newspaper editor, at least six months prior to when you 
envision the publication date, with a plan and vision for the publication (genuine enthusiasm 
goes a long way in selling the idea). Each publication is very different but they all need a local 
angle that will be interesting to readers and advertisers alike that ties the content to the com-
munity. Keep in mind that people like to read about people and the human stories will always 
be at the core of any publication. An astronomy researcher at the local university will undoubt-
edly have stories that will be compelling to a local reader because scientists are often a “hid-
den treasure” that most readers are not overly familiar with. A well-written article about a high 
school intern at the local planetarium will appeal to even the most jaded newspaper editor!

Once the idea has been “sold” to the editor then the work begins and it is necessary to identify 
a single point of contact individual who will coordinate the project. This might include helping 
to identify potential advertisers, authors (usually the newspaper will provide staff writers) and 
interesting stories/individuals. Depending on the size and scope of the publication, this job can 
be very time-consuming because there are many details to consider. It never hurts to be very 
specific with your newspaper editor so that specific jobs and responsibilities are well defined 
and even documented if you feel it is necessary.

The content is obviously another issue that requires significant thought and effort. Your local 
newspaper’s editor will have their own thoughts on what they would prefer to be published and 
knowledge of  what their audience would read. Your astronomy community suggestions might 
include history of the telescope from Galileo to present, timeline of astronomical milestone 
discoveries, how to enjoy the sky as an amateur and educational events that would relate to 
your community. Obviously, the sky is the limit for what could be written!

When you approach your local newspaper one of the first issues they will want addressed is 
how much advertising can be secured in order to support the editorial content envisioned. For 
every page of content a certain quantity of advertising must be obtained to support it or the 
publication will not be economically viable for the newspaper. In Hawai‘i this was a big con-
cern since the main industries are tourism, agriculture and astronomy. However, even with this 
limited economic base the newspaper was able to make the publication profitable. Advertisers 
also appreciated the opportunity to be creative in their advertising and several local businesses 
created special ads that included an astronomical theme. This only strengthened the publication 
and gave it a “feel” of engagement and excitement – it created a “buzz” in our community.

CONCLUSION

With the success of both the Stars Over Mauna Kea astronomy supplement and the IYA/Mauna 
Kea Observatories website, the astronomy community in Hawai‘i will continue to provide the 
public with astronomy updates and information in 2010 and beyond.  
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