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The connection between Gemini Observatory and Esater Island (Rapa Nui) began in 
2008 with the creation of an astronomy booklet that included information on the pro-
found relationship between Chilean Indians and the cosmos.

Within the International Year of Astronomy, Gemini Observatory, together with 
the University of Concepción and the Anthropological Museum of Father Sebastian 
Englert coordinated the first astronomical cultural exchange with Easter island. The 
events included staff lectures, presentations in the Gemini StarLab portable planetar-
ium, solar observing and nighttime stargazing. In addition, the Family Astro program 
provided engaging activity/inquiry-based learning opportunities for island families 
and teachers.  

Nearly 200 kilograms of educational materials were transported for the event as a do-
nation by LAN Cargo. This allowed Gemini to offer the people of Easter Island an 
opportunity to learn more about astronomy before the total eclipse of Sun they will 
be able to see in July this 2010. “It’s good that the students listen to what is actually 
going to happen [in the sky] an thus value  what we have the chance to witness”, said 
Kava Calderón Tuki, a local elementary school teacher who attended a presentation in 
Gemini’s StarLab planetarium. 

Rapa Nui is located at 27º 09’ South latitude and 109º 27’ West longitude, without a 
doubt, the island which is the farthest from other lands of the world, located at 3,700 
kilometers from continental Chile. Officially discovered by the Dutchman Roggewen 
on Easter Sunday of the year 1722 – fact to which it owes its name of Easter Island, 
even though the natives called it Rapa Nui, or Te Pito Te Henua, which means “The 
World’s Belly Button” -, this Chilean island territory has Polynesian origin. The island 
would have been previously colonized around the 4th or 5th century A.C. by the Ariki 
(King) Hotu Matu’a and a group of followers, who came from the island of Hiva, in 
the Marquise Islands.  

The astronomical and cultural exchange included staff of the Anthropological Mu-
seum  P. Sebastián Englert guiding our group going around millenary lava caverns, 
witnessing the sunrise at the Ahu Tonga Riki and organizing a lecture given by local 
archeologists on the most recent discoveries which have been made in Rapa Nui.  

More than 700 people, about a third of the Rapa Nui population, participated in the 
program’s ctivities. 

After our program last August, we have sent Galileoscopes to the Museum, and recent-
ly Professor Carmen Gloria Jimenez (Universidad de Concepcion) has been asked to 
lead the activities for the eclipse in July.


